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ABSTRACT 
 
The lecture is devoted to events and debates held a century ago, but which evoke heated discussions even today. The 
centenary of independence celebrated this year by Ukraine and Poland has rekindled many questions: the pride in a 
successful struggle on the one hand, and a soul searching concerning the failure of the struggle on the other hand (in 
1921 in the case of Ukraine, and 1939 in the case of Poland). The focus here is on one aspect of this, namely Polish-
Ukrainian mutual understanding as a prerequisite for preserving independence, embodied in the aphorism "There is no 
independent Poland without an independent Ukraine". Topics to be considered include prometheism (Tadeusz Hołówko 
and his Ukrainian supporters in Warsaw and Paris), the Jagiellonian idea in historiography (Oskar Halecki's interwar 
works), and concepts for the normalization of Polish-Ukrainian relations (Wasyl Mudryj). 

 
 

 
 

             
 
 


